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Night shift getting busy on campus 
More workers on campus 
turning to flexible schedules 
to get jobs done 
T imes, they are a changing for some workers, especially those assigned to Physical Plant. 
Since January, air system crews have been 
working at night. They have just been joined by 
some maintenance workers. Grounds and building 
service staff will switch to a nighttime schedule in 
the summer. 
On another front, a new employee if%the payroll 
division of Human Resources is working Tuesday 
through Saturday rather than a typical work week. 
This summer, at least two more workers in Human 
Resources — one from Records and the other 
Benefits — will be on the same schedule. 
"We looked at all of the pressure in payroll. If 
you don't get the work done, people don't get paid. 
The time frame is not flexible. This schedule will let 
people work without interruption," explains Mark 
Roberts, director of Human Resources. 
The flexible work shifts are not new to UCF. 
"There are a lot of people already working here 
at night and on the weekend," says Bill Merck, vice 
president for Administration and Finance. Campus 
police, Arena staff, Business Services' food service 
workers, Library and Bookstore staff have always 
worked in the evening. 
"This is a pilot project. We don't anticipate [an 
expansion into other departments] at this time," 
says Joyce Clampitt, associate vice president for 
Administration and Finance. "With any change, 
you run into many challenges. That's why we've 
had a long lead time, so people can make changes 
Please see NIGHT SHIFT, page 3 
Top of the world 
The UCF water tower looms large behind construction workers at the new dorm building on 
the Southeast side of campus. The building Is one of several construction projects taking place. 
Tickets cure to arena crowding 
T he growing size of the graduating class will force UCF to limit the 
number of family members and 
friends who may attend commencement 
ceremonies this spring. 
For the first time since the univer-
sity began holding ceremonies in the 
5,000-seat UCF Arena, the school's 
largest facility, tickets will be issued 
to keep crowds within fire code 
requirements. A record 3,000-plus 
students are expected to graduate at 
four separate ceremonies between 8 
a.m. and 7:30 p.m. on May 9. 
"Between 500 and 800 graduates 
will participate in [each of] the 
ceremonies, which means there will 
be 4,200 to 4,500 guest seats available/' 
said Terry Genovese, director of 
Arena operations. "We will issue each 
participating graduate the maximum 





J J ^ ^ weeping up the heart and 
^% putting love away" was the 
somber task at the Library 
last week when news spread that 
retired charter librarian June Stillman 
had been slain in her Oviedo home. 
On March 11, the day after Stillman's 
Education professor David 
Hernandez, in his last semester of 
phased retirement, passed away 
March 12. Story on page 2. 
body was discovered in her garage, 
longtime friend and 
co-worker Cheryl 
Mahan shared an 
untitled Emily 
Dickinson (Stillman's 
favorite poet) poem 
— reflecting on the 
death of a loved 
one — with grieving 
Stillman colleagues. It was 
the same poem that once comforted 
Stillman herself in a time of sorrow. 
More than a week after her death, 
the university community is still 
reeling from the loss. Oviedo police 
charged a 14-year-old neighbor with 
first-degree murder after he allegedly 
Please see TICKETS, page 3 Please see STILLMAN, page 2 
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Popular professor 'was bigger than life1 
Faculty lost a champion and colleague and 
students a beloved, respected professor when 
David Hernandez died March 12. Hernandez, a 
charter education professor in his last semester of 
phased retirement, passed away at his Maitland 
home. He was 65. 
Cause of death had not been determined as of 
early this week. 
Hernandez's service at the university included 
15 years as department chair and associate dean for 
the College of Education, being the first chair of the 
Faculty Senate and for three years president of the 
UCF Faculty Union. 
"David believed all great universities are 
governed by the faculty through the administration. 
He had many accomplishments in this regard," 
STILLMAN, continued from page 1 
fellow education professor William 
Bozeman says. "We worked very 
closely together in collective 
bargaining and faculty rights." 
He worked just as hard for 
staff as for faculty, says education 
professor Rosie Joels, president of 
UCF's chapter of the United 
Faculty of Florida. "He was a 
great man of decency, honesty 
and honor who appreciated the beauty in ordinary 
things, like a sunset, Scotch, poetry and classical 
music. He was bigger than life." 
His classes included educational law, 
educational administration, contracts and 
specialized work with criminal justice professionals 
Hernandez 
and correctional systems. 
"David was very active and dedicated," says 
Vice Provost Frank Juge. "He was a very popular 
teacher and really enjoyed teaching. Probably what 
stands out for me is his commitment to the faculty 
and [their] welfare. As a friend and a colleague, we 
will miss him. He was always interesting and had a 
great sense of humor." 
John Armstrong, interim chair of Instructional 
Programs, adds: "I admired him for his honesty. I 
valued his opinions and judgment." 
Hernandez leaves his wife, Barbara, two sons 
and two grandchildren. He was an alumnus of 
Florida State University and an Air Force veteran of 
the Korean War. 
— Susan Loden 
• » • • 
•* 
admitted stabbing and beating 
Stillman. 
Linda Sutton began her career 
with the Library at Stillman's side as 
a student assistant and member of 
that first graduating class. "We all 
have our own very special attachment 
to June. There is just no one who met 
her who hasn't been impacted by her. 
She is my mentor and role model and 
the reason I am a librarian." 
Mahan shares similar feelings 
toward her one-time supervisor. "She 
cared very deeply for all of the students 
and all of the staff and faculty. 
There was never a moment when you 
thought June had a hidden agenda." 
While dean of the College of 
Engineering, Provost Gary 
Whitehouse worked closely with 
Stillman to establish a reference 
library for his college. "The taking of 
a life of such a gentle and caring 
woman is a senseless tragedy that 
defies explanation. I knew June as a 
friend and colleague. While I mourn 
her passing, I celebrate her memory 
with the certain knowledge that she 
set the standard of excellence that all 
librarians at UCF strive to match." 
When Stillman retired in December 
1996, Vic Owen, Library human reso-
urces officer, remembers her laughing 
at campus publications' references to her. 
"It makes me sound like the last of 
The Bustle in a House 
The Morning after Death 
Is solemnest of industries 
Enacted upon Earth — 
The Sweeping up the Heart 
And putting Love away 
We shall not want to use 
again Until Eternity. 
Emily Dickinson 
the dinosaurs ... 'Last of the charter 
librarians,'" Stillman joked. 
Mahan also has fond memories of 
her friend. "June would help anyone, 
absolutely to the limits of her abilities. 
She was extremely intelligent... [and] 
very family-oriented. 
"She had two lovely daughters 
and grandsons. She planned to spend 
more time with them and to travel 
with her sister," Mahan says. 
"I don't think she had quite found 
what she was going to do with the 
rest of her life." 
— Susan Loden 
Note: A memorial scholarship has been 
established in Stillman's name. Conhibutions 
should be made out to the UCF Foundation 
and designated for the June S. Stillman 
Memorial Scholarship. Contributions 
should be sent to Kim Daniels, UCF 
Library, P.O. Box 162666, Orlando 32816 
March Open Enrollment 
USPS Sick Leave Pool Application 
The USPS Sick Leave Pool is having an open enrollment period from 
March 1-31. To join the sick leave pool, you must have been employed 
continuously by the state for more than one year and must have a balance of 
at least 64 hours of unused sick leave. Part-time employees must have a pro-
portionate amount based on their FTE. The donated hours will be deducted 
on the first pay period following the end of the open enrollment period. 
Return your completed application form to Human Resources no later than 
March 31. If you have any questions, please call 823-2771. 
Name: SS#: 
Dept: 
Date of UCF employment: 
Ext.: 
If transferred from another 
state agency, date of employment with that agency: 
I, hereby, authorize the transfer of 16 hours of sick leave or a 
proportionate amount based on my FTE from my sick leave account to the 
sick leave pool. I understand that employees who are not members of the 
sick leave pool at the time of a qualifying illness or injury shall not be 




The need for additional university-provided housing at UCF is 
underscored by a Board of Regents analysis of the number of dorm rooms 
per 1,000 undergraduate students at the nine oldest State University System 
institutions. UCF ranks dead last. 




















Faculty/A&P Sick Leave Pool 
March Open Enrollment 
The Faculty/A&P Sick Leave Pool will have an open enrollment period 
through the month of March. Please send your application form to the 
Office of Academic Affairs no later than March 31. Should you have any 
questions, please call 823-2496. 
TO: Frank Juge, Office of Academic Affairs 




DATE OF UCF 
EMPLOYMENT: EXT. 
I have read the procedure for the UCF Faculty and Administrative and 
Professional Sick Leave Pool and agree to abide by its terms. The transfer of 
eight hours of sick leave from my sick leave account to the Sick Leave Pool 
is hereby authorized. 
SIGNED: 
(Applicant) Pate) 
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Short 
Takes 
. Convocation honors 
UCF's best, brightest 
The 10th annual Founders Day Honors Convo-
cation is Wednesday, April 1, at 10 a.m. in the Visual 
Arts auditorium. The event pays tribute to students 
and faculty for their academic achievements. Classes 
will be canceled 10-11:50 a.m. on April 1. For 
information, contact Academic Affairs at 823-2302. 
'97 USPS retirees 
return for reception 
The UCF Retirement Association and USPS 
Staff Council are co-hosting a reception for the 
1997 USPS retirees Tuesday, March 31, 2-4 p.m. in 
the President's Dining Room. Their co-workers 
are invited to join in extending best wishes for a 
happy and healthy retirement. 
' March over, join 
•  WalkAmerica team 
UCF is forming its WalkAmerica Team for the 
March of Dimes. The team will walk Saturday, 
April 25, beginning at 7:30 a.m. in Loch Haven 
Park. Team captain is Betty Conklin of Community 
Relations. College leaders are: Edna Rolle, College 
* of Arts and Science, 812-0119; Carol Bates, College 
of Business, 823-2182; Mike Smith, College of 
Education, 823-2021; Donna Wilson, College of 
• Engineering and CREOL, 823-6834; Karen Cobbs, 
College of Health and Public Affairs, 823-0030; 
Sheila Anderson, Administration, 
• 823-2504; Judi Babula, 
Foundation, 249-4762. 
Walkers who raise at least 
, $25 will receive an official UCF 
WalkAmerica T-shirt to wear 
during the walk, a food ticket, 
and will qualify for prizes, 
such as, a weekend 
getaway, dinner for two 
and theme park tickets. 
* The March of Dimes will also 




# Two more months until the next universitywide 
holiday, Memorial Day on May 25. 
This issue 
This issue of The UCF Report is for the weeks of 
March 20-26 and March 27-April 2. It is the 17th 
issue of fiscal year 1997-98. The UCF Report is 
published 23 times a year (every other week in the 
fall and spring, and every third week in the 
* summer). 
The UCF Report 
The UCF Report is a publication of the Office of 
Public Relations, Division of University Relations, 
University of Central Florida, P.O. Box 160090, 
Orlando, FL 32816-0090, (407) 823-2504. Publication 
of announcements and official memoranda about 
university policy and procedures in The UCF Report 
constitutes official notice to faculty and staff. 
David Finnerty, editor 
Sheila Anderson, editorial assistant 
Joanne Griggs, writer 
Susan Loden, writer 
jacque Brund, photographer 
Suzanne Ball, student assistant 
Anthony Felix, student assistant 
Student accused of rape 
at campus fraternity house 
A 19-year-old UCF freshman was arrested 
Sunday, March 15, by UCF police on charges of 
sexual battery on a 19-year-old woman in the 
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity house. 
Arrested was Erik Ruda, a member of the Sigma 
Phi Epsilon fraternity, who was released on bond 
following his apprehension. Ruda has been 
suspended by his fraternity for the alleged battery 
in a fraternity bedroom on the complaint of the 
woman, who is not enrolled at the university. The 
alleged crime occurred early Sunday. 
University police are continuing to investigate 
the incident, which did not occur in connection 
with a Sigma Phi Epsilon event. University 
administrators likewise are investigating to 
determine whether disciplinary proceedings are 
warranted under the school's student code of 
conduct. Disciplinary action could range up to 
expulsion. 
— Dean McFall 
An apple a day 
An apple with a message from the Bible stuck on it became a healthy snack for 
student Ken Mueller during the 12th annual Wellness Expo, sponsored by the 
Student Wellness Advocate Team, at the Student Union earlier this month. The 
apples were distributed by campus ministry. 
TICKETS, cont inued from p a g e l 
available guest seating." 
Based on current data, each graduate at the 
separate commencements for the Colleges of Arts 
and Sciences and Health and Public Affairs will 
receive five tickets. Degree-earners at the combined 
commencement for the Colleges of Business 
Administration and Engineering will receive six 
tickets each, while the number rises to eight each 
for graduates at the College of Education ceremony. 
This situation demonstrates the need for a 
larger arena-type facility on campus. Graduation 
classes will not shrink as UCF continues to grow and 
a larger facility is also needed if UCF is to become 
affiliated with a larger intercollegiate athletic conference. 
Such student-use facilities typically are built with 
Student Capital Improvement Trust Fund resources, 
which come from a small percentage of tuition. 
Tickets for the May 9 commencements will be 
NIGHT SHIFT, con t inued from p a g e I 
distributed through the UCF Bookstore, so that 
grads can pick up their caps, gowns and tickets at 
the same time and place. 
Commencement officials have proposed several 
policies to deal with special cases. For example, 
unclaimed tickets (not picked up by May 4) will be 
available, as long as they last, during an 
"Additional Ticket Pick-up" period, for graduates 
who need more than their regular allocation. 
Tickets will be color-coded by commencement 
to reduce the chances of a graduate ending up with 
ones for the wrong graduation. All tickets will be 
for general admission, so the first to arrive will 
have the best choice of seats. 
The bottom line is that everyone, including 
children, will need a ticket to get into commencements 
until UCF has a facility large enough to seat everyone. 
— Dean McFall 
in their routine. If someone has an insurmountable 
problem, they may be able to switch [schedules] 
with a peer." 
Physical Plant Director Richard Paradise says, 
"We've considered this for a long time. It provides 
us an opportunity to conduct more aggressive 
preventative and routine maintenance programs. 
Many of the tasks assodated with maintenance 
activities require equipment to be turned off or 
alarms to be sounded. 
"A night shift allows us to create a safer 
environment for us to work. With the increase in 
enrollment and activities, congestion is a major 
problem." 
The night shift will begin at 10 p.m. for some 
and at midnight for groundskeepers. Ironically, in 
1975, during an energy crisis, Physical Plant 
workers switched their schedules from night to day 
to save energy and money. 
Merck points out that with 74 of Physical 
Plant's 204 full-time workers on duty at night, 
others on campus after hours should have 
enhanced security. "To have more of a presence on 
campus adds to overall safety, espedally for 
students working late. There will be more eyes on 
campus at night to see what is going on." 
There's another benefit. 
"This will be less disruptive to other [day shift] 
employees who are trying to hold a meeting, talk 
on the phone or write a story without being 
interrupted by a cleaning crew," Clampitt adds. 
She adds that workers for dries and at tourist 
attractions routinely perform cleaning, 
maintenance and grounds chores at night. 
"We're always figuring out ways to get the most 
out of our dollars. People also have more job 
satisfaction if they can work uninterrupted," Merck 
concludes. 
— Susan Loden 
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Kiln, artists basking in past 
Wood-burning kiln 
one of few in South 
C
eramics instructor Hadi 
Abbas is a pack rat with a 
purpose. Ten years 
collecting bricks, 
firewood, lumber, and 
mechanical and carpentry supplies — 
along with a lot of hard work, 
patience and the kind of communal 
effort not often found today — has 
paid off big. 
Abbas, a ceramics teacher at UCF 
for eight years, wasn't just saving all 
that stuff for a rainy day. He longed to 
build his own kiln, made from fire 
bricks and an adobe mixture and 
designed on the concept of ancient 
wood-burning kilns used in Japan and 
the American-style groundhog oven. 
It was art student Teresa Robert's 
obsession that got things cooking. 
After attending a workshop in 
Tennessee and working with a wood-
burning kiln, she convinced Abbas to 
start his project and promised her help. 
The UCF's Potter's Guild became 
involved as did members of the 
community. And every Saturday for a 
year and a half, volunteers pitched in 
to build the kiln in Abbas' backyard. 
"There could be as many as 15 
people working [at one time] or just 
Hadi and me," says Robert. When a 
large number of volunteers were 
needed for projects like mixing the 
adobe recipe, Robert organized work 
parties. 
"It was kind of like stomping 
grapes to make wine," Abbas says of 
the adobe mud-making process. "We 
would put the mixture in a container 
and everyone would take off their 
shoes and stomp around in it to mix 
the clay, sand, hay and other 
ingredients." 
Before starting the kiln project, 
Abbas warned volunteers that the 
work would be hard and a positive 
attitude was important. "It really is 
very hard, back-breaking work. 
Everything was done manually. But 
it's a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
because the kiln's life expectancy is 
150-200 years." 
Students usually pay as much as 
$800 to attend a kiln-building 
workshop. The 40-odd volunteers 
were rewarded for their work with 
new knowledge and a place in the 
kiln for their original ceramic pieces 
in its maiden firing. "Being a potter 
takes other skills," Abbas says. 
"During this project, they learned 
masonry, bricklaying, welding, and 
all on a limited budget." 
Robert recalls the slow, steady 
pace that Abbas insisted upon. "We 
are always in a hurry. He wouldn't 
allow us to hurry or to compromise in 
anyway. We did things, un-did them 
and re-did them again. It really teaches 
patience and discipline. The end 
result is the best kiln design in the 
U.S." 
PHOTO: NICOLE GRIGGS 
Hadi Abbas examines pieces following the maiden firing of his 
wood-burning kiln, which fired 300 pieces early this month. 
The project caught the fancy of 
world-renown ceramic artists Peter 
Voulkos and Peter Callas. Callas, an 
expert at firing the Amagama kiln, 
was instrumental years ago in 
convincing Voulkos to use that type 
of wood firing. 
"While they were here [at UCF for 
the workshop last fall], they worked 
alongside our students," Abbas 
explains. "So we invited Voulkos and 
Callas to fire some of their pieces for 
our first firing." 
Both returned in time for the 
February firing and "grand opening." 
"We could have done the firing 
without Callas," Robert says, "but it 
was great to have him there guiding 
us and sharing his knowledge with us." 
The firing process is no less 
grueling than the building. For six 
days, crews of three tended the kiln 
around the clock in six-hour shifts. 
About 300 pieces were placed in the 
kiln, a few of them large works by 
Voulkos and Callas. Heat inside the 
kiln had to be 2,300 degrees, but that 
temperature had to be reached slowly 
and carefully or the ceramic pieces 
would explode. After the firing, the 
kiln was left to cool for two weeks. 
What makes the kiln so special is 
how the ashes from the wood alter 
the ceramic pieces. The action from 
the ash and minerals from Florida 
pine and oak create a unique effect. 
"There's a drawing action in the 
kiln that blows the ashes around," 
Abbas explains. "Then, when the 
temperature hits 2,300 degrees, the 
ashes fuse to the pots, creating a 
natural-like patina or glaze. The slow 
cooling allows the ash to crystallize 
and create a matte finish, instead of 
the usual glossy glaze." 
Callas says this kind of kiln 
provides "an environmentally 
friendly process in comparison to 
standard glazes, which can have toxic 
chemicals. This has no hazards." 
Plans are for a second firing in the 
fall, with two or three each year 
thereafter. Again, Abbas and Robert 
will count on a little help from their 
friends for the six-day firing 
marathon. 
— Joanne Griggs 
In memory of a special man 
As the university prepares to honor the 
memory of one of the first African American faculty 
members with the annual Dr. John T. Washington 
Awards, Mary McKinney, director for Student 
Financial Assistance, recalled the man behind the 
awards who died at the age of 43 in 1983. 
"John Washington made major contributions to 
this university, especially for African Americans," 
McKinney says. "He was my professor, my friend 
and my minister. In fact, he was the minister at my 
wedding. 
"There are two people who had the greatest 
impact on my life: my mother and John." 
Washington was a pioneer on campus, 
sensitizing the university community to the needs 
of African Americans. He was instrumental in 
establishing the Office of Affirmative Action and 
Equal Opportunity, the African American Student 
Union and the Office of Multicultural Student 
Services. 
"The thing I remember the most about him was 
his personality," McKinney says. "He was always 
concerned for his fellow man. He was comfortable 





contributions to this 
university, especially 
for African Americans. 
Mary McKinney 
people were comfortable talking with him. He was 
a calm, deliberate person." 
Washington was also active in the community, 
working with volunteer programs such as Meals on 
Wheels. A sodology professor, he conducted the 
first comprehensive research on Orlando black 
leaders and their leadership styles. He won the 
Jefferson Award of the American Institute of Public 
Service for his work. 
Following his death, the UCF Student Services 
Building was named in his honor. Many are hoping 
that the complex retains his name when the 
expansion of the bookstore is completed. A 
scholarship fund and the Dr. John T. Washington 
Community Service Awards were also established. 
The awards include the Adult Community Service 
Award, the Youth Community Service Award 
(awarded to a student between the ages of 14 and 
19) and the College Scholarship Award. 
— Joanne Griggs 
The Dr. John T. Washington Awards Ceiemony and 
Luncheon will be held on April 8 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Church Street Station Presidential Ballroom. Keynote 
speaker is Tom Flewellyn, director for Minority Business 
Relations, Walt Disney World Co. The Apopka High 
School Choir will perform. 
For information, call the African American Studies 
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Anthropology professor Trent Holliday examines a cannonball believed to be more than 100 years old. 
Touching history 
Fort Gatlin project 
gives students glimpse 
of Orlando's birth 
UCF anthropology students and professors are 
gearing up to explore and excavate Orlando's 
birthplace through a partnership with the Fort 
Gatlin Historical Group and the Orange County 
Historical Museum. 
More than 200 artifacts believed to be from Fort 
Gatlin, a 19th century military outpost, and its 
neighboring dvilian settlement have 
been collected from a tiny five-foot -
square plot alone. That site is on 
federal property housing a U.S. Navy 
sonar research lab, but will become 
Orange County's when the Navy pulls 
out of Orlando in the near future. 
The Navy won't be the first 
military force to abandon the site. 
Fort Gatlin was last occupied in 1849 
during war with the Seminoles. 
"Perhaps [the war] shifted 
geographically. There were [also] 
some problems with disease," says Jay Corzine, 
chair of the Sodology and Anthropology Department. "I 
would assume they had chosen the location for 
military purposes. I think it's the first European 
settlement in what eventually became Orlando." 
Over the years, residents in the Summerlin and 
Gatlin avenues area off Orange Avenue in south 
Orlando have discovered bones and artifacts — 
including cannonballs and belt buckles — in their 
yards near the Navy fadlity. "It sort of points out 
we're probably in the right spot when people are 
finding things like that," Trent Holliday, assistant 
anthropology professor, says. 
The College of Arts and Sdences, along with the 
FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 1998 
Uncovered artifacts 
Orange County Historical Museum, is securing a 
state grant to pay a consulting archeologist to lead 
the search for remnants of the fort's walls. The 
grant opens the door to UCF's involvement in the 
actual dig, which may begin as soon as next year on 
private property. 
"I think it's important to get our students 
involved. They don't have the opportunity often to 
do archeology locally. It's nice for them to get 
hands-on experience," Holliday says. 
A significant find would allow Orange County 
to reclaim "a long history that has been neglected," 
he says. "There's been a lot of talk about how 
Orlando doesn't have a sense of history. People 
think of this 










on what is 
found. "If it 
[the site] is relatively undisturbed, there will be a 
lot of public interest. I'm sure our students will be 
thrilled. It's very exdting," Holliday says of the 
exploration and potential discovery and study of 
remains. 
Corzine points out that area residents are 
supportive and will allow artifacts to be removed 
from their property. However, both he and 
Holliday hope that Fort Gatlin's walls will be found 
on what will soon be county land so it can be more 
fully explored and preserved. Even so, county 
offidals are reportedly seriously considering selling 
the treasured plot to a developer to build condos. 
— Susan Jjoden 
"If it [the site] is 
relatively undisturbed, 
there will be a lot 
of public interest. 
J'm sure our students 
will be thrilled. 
It's very exciting.", 
Trent Holliday, 
UCF assistant anthropology professor 
PAGE 5 
1971: 
Time to play 
» • 
By year four, interest 
had turned to sports 
I
n its early days, the university's athletic 
program was a shoestring operation without 
any shoes to lace. 
First thing Athletic Director Frank Rohter 
did for the sports program was form a basketball 








With almost no money for sports, it was up to 
students and staff to get things started. Special 
Collections librarian Norton St. Clair wanted a 
soccer team, so Rohter bought him a ball and the 
makeshift team practiced behind the Library, using 
trees as goal posts. When a student asked that FTU 
start a baseball team, he was given some equipment 
T H I R T Y - F I F T H A N N I V E R S A R Y 
and permission to play at a local high school. 
"We knew as a young university that this 
wouldn't be the time for emphasizing sports, so we 
were going slow," Rohter explains. "It was the 
logical way to start. We wanted to build on student 
interest. 
"It was sort of fascinating. Some of the students 
had played ball in high school and they liked the 
challenge of starting something new." 
Basketball drew the strongest interest among 
sports, so Eugene "Torchy" Clark was 
hired. Clark went on to lead the 
basketball team to 13 winning seasons 
and numerous titles in the 14 years he 
coached, along the way becoming a local 
legend. 
Three other notable coaches were also 
hired in those early days. 
Lex Wood left Florida State to coach FTU's first 
tennis team. "He was a natural because he had 
played at the highest level in that sport," Rohter 
says. "He attracted good athletes even though there 
were no scholarships." 
Gerald Gergley came to campus seeking a 
teaching position and a wrestling coaching job. 
To celebrate the 35th anniversary of the founding 
of our university, stories will appear in each issue of 
The UCF Report throughout 1998. Next issue: A 
look at 1972-73 and the university's mascots. 
When Gergley was told the university would not 
have a wrestling team because it didn't even have a 
wrestling mat, Gergley pulled a mat out of his car. 
"We would take down the chairs in the dining 
room and put down the mat. Every evening, we 
would have to clean it all up," Rohter says. 
"Wrestlers even had to wash their own uniforms." 
When Dennis Kamrad, formerly athletic director 
at the University of Alabama at Huntsville, became 
a counselor for Liberal Studies, he decided to start a 
crew team. Kamrad went on to be one of those early 
coaches who brought the university early successes. 
"Those were great days," Rohter says. "We all 
supported each other. Basketball players would go 
to watch the wrestlers and the wrestlers would go 
to watch basketball. It was a roll-up-your-sleeves 
mentality. It was a good feeling to build a 
foundation for a new university." 
— Joanne Griggs 
Tradition of excellence started early 
FTU's athletic program proved 
money isn't everything. It began with 
very little money, no equipment, no 
coaches and no scholarships. 
Nevertheless, right from its 
unassuming start, the university had 
teams that were winners. Starting in 
the school's second year of classes, 
the basketball team went 11-3. In 
1971-72, two wrestlers won state titles 
and next year three wrestlers won 
state titles. The archery team was 
dazzling, with the men's and mixed 
teams being best in the state. 
A winning tradition was established. 
Crew won the university's first 
national title in 1973-74 in the men's 
four category, and both men's and 
women's crew has gone oar-to-oar 
with the best ever since, racking up 
more than 15 national and international 
titles. "Not only were we the first 
sport at FTU to win a national title — 
first the men, then the women — but 
In the late 70s, UCF's volleyball team became a national 
powerhouse, at one point carrying a 55-0 record. 
Oct. 1 
Registrar W. Dan 
Chapman explains 










announces plans to 
offer Kaleidoscope 
72 instead of 
Homecoming 
we were the first to repeat that acco-
mplishment," says Dennis Kamrad, 
crew's founder and long-time coach. 
Women's crew took the national title 
in the four in 1976-77. 
Back then, for a small university, a 
little adversity could be devastating. 
Kamrad recalls the year a tornado hit 
the crew boathouse at Lake Pickett 
and wrecked many of the crew shells. 
Today, Kamrad coaches only the 
women's crew with about 65-70 women 
participating each semester. It recently 
moved from club to varsity status. 
During those first 10 years, 
trophies and prizes in every sport 
continued to mount up. In the 1975-76 
season, basketball won the inaugural 
Sunshine State Conference title — and 
repeated the following year. Softball 
finished as a runner-up and volleyball 
hfth in the state. Over the next few 
years, tennis, men's soccer and 
basketball all won conference titles, 
and in 1977-78, Torchy Clark was 
named Sunshine State Conference 
coach of the year when the team won 
state and regional titles and went to 
the small school Final Four. 
The year FTU officially changed to 
the University of Central Florida, 
1978-79, the university captured six 
state titles and eight regional titles. 
The volleyball team torched its 
opponents, going 55-0, winning the 
Feb. 11 
Controversy flares over Student Government 
supporting the Miss FTU Pageant; Student 
Government votes not to endorse the event 
Feb. 18 — The Aqua Knights, 
a skin and scuba club, adopt 
for its symbol an adapted 
Pegasus that looks like a sea 
horse with wings 
AIAW National Volleyball 
Championships. Basketball continued 
to shine with a runner-up berth in the 
Sunshine State Conference and Bo 
Clark, the coach's son, led the nation 
in scoring and earned first-team All-
America honors. 
Kamrad credits the "extremely 
good coaches" that the new university 
had gathered and the spirit of those 
early athletes for the surprising 
successes. "Those kids were really 
brave," he says. 
— Joanne Griggs 
Faces from 
the past 
Eugene "Torchy" Clark 
Years at UCF: 1969 to present 







coach. Had 13 
winning seasons 
in the 14 he coached. Overall 
record: 274-89 (.754) Led his team 
to numerous titles in the Sunshine 
State Conference, regionals and 
handful of trips to NCAA 
tournament. Named Sunshine 
State Conference Coach of the Year 
in 1978. 
May 21 






Debate team takes top 




Engineers Club builds 
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Employee of the month 
Name: Evelyn Ramirez 
Title: Account supervisor 
Department: Finance and Accounting 
Job description: Oversees employees in 
the accounts payable division and checks 
distribution; responsible for scanning 
documents into an image retrieval system 
and various other tasks 
Length of service: Eight years 
Background: Before coming to UCF, she 
worked at the McCoy Credit Union for 
two years 
Hobbies: Dancing, exercising, spending 
time with her three children; served as 
vice president of Activities Committee for 
her church 
Quote: "I am where I am because of the 
people I work with. They have taught 
and supported me, and I have learned a 
lot while here. The people I work with in 
this office are really great/' 
In praise: ''Evelyn is probably the most 
energetic and helpful supervisor you can 
find. She does everything to help her staff 
at any time and goes past the extra mile. 
Furthermore, Evelyn is not afraid of any 
job and jumps into the task with full 
[enthusiasm]. She is a tremendous asset 
here in Finance and Accounting." Jim 
Home, assistant controller, Finance and 
Accounting 
— Suzanne Ball 
UCF computer team among 
nation's best — once again 
The University of Central Florida student 
computer team ranks among the nation's top 13 
squads on the strength of its performance in the 
recently completed 1998 International Collegiate 
Programming Contest. 
In world finals competition involving 54 
colleges or universities out of an initial field of more 
than 1,200 teams, the three-person UCF squad 
outperformed contestants from all but a dozen U.S. 
universities, which included MTT, Stanford, California-
Berkeley and Duke. 
Foreign institutions dominated the competition, 
winning nine of the top 10 places, including first 
through third. The showing demonstrated how 
readily colleges and universities from abroad have 
mastered a technological field formerly dominated 
by U.S. institutions. 
UCF qualified for the international finals by 
winning the regional competition for the U.S. 
Southeast last fall. It marked the 16th consecutive 
year that a UCF team had won, placed or showed 
in the regional face-off. UCF has finished as high as 
second in the tougher international competition. 
— Dean McFall 
Appointments 
and Activities 
Thomas Brewer, coordinator for Art Education 
Instructional Programs, will receive the National Art 
Education Association's Southeastern Higher Education 
Art Educator of the Year Award at the NAEA's annual 
convention in Chicago, April 1-5. The annual award 
recognizes outstanding NAEA members for exemplary 
contributions, service and achievement. 
Sheri Dressier, director of Cooperative Education, was 
recently appointed to the Strategic Planning Committee 
of the World Association for Cooperative Education, an 
international organization that supports members from 
32 countries in developing work-integrated learning 
programs. Dressier is currently president of the 
Cooperative Education Association, the national 
organization for work-integrated learning. 
Gina Giovinco, associate nursing professor, presented 
"Ethical Issues of Communal Responsibilities" recently 
at the third annual Interfaith Symposium on Aging, held 
at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Orlando. 
Giovinco also facilitates a discussion group on Viktor 
Frankl's psychology and philosophy of Logotherapy at 
the Winter Park Cancer Care Center for health care 
professionals and lay people who are interested in the 
purpose and meaning of life. The groups meet every 
third Thursday, 6-8 p.m. 
Dan Jones, associate English professor, has been 
named an associate fellow of the Society for Technical 
Communication. Jones was cited for dedication to the 
advancement of technical communication, particularly 
through publishing and teaching. The Society for 
Technical Communication is the world's largest 
professional organization in its tield, with more than 
22,000 members in 143 chapters worldwide. 
Keith Koons, associate music professor, presented a 
lecture/recital at the College Music Society (Southern 
Chapter) 1998 Conference, held at the State University 
of West Georgia. Koons' topic was "The Contributions 
of Hyacinthe Klose to Modern Clarinet Playing." He was 
assisted by pianist Gary Wolf, music professor. 
A. Louis Medin, executive director of the Institute for 
Simulation and Training, has been named chair of the 
National Defense Industrial Association Science and 
Engineering Technology Committee. The Committee is 
responsible for examining aspects of science and tech-
nology that affect national defense and for identifying 
appropriate measures to overcome deficiencies. 
Newcomers 
Bill Barnett, associate registrar for the Registrar's 
Office, comes from Purdue University where he was 
director of Enrollment Services. He is a graduate of the 
University of Notre Dame and Purdue University. 
Barnett and his wife have three children. 
Monica Billerbeck, personnel representative for Human 
Resources, was previously a service representative for 
United Healthcare in Tampa. Billerbeck is a graduate of 
the University of South Florida. She and her husband 
have three children. 
Kerry Fortson, coordinator for Lockheed Martin 
Student Work Program for the Career Resource Center, 
was previously employed by Orange County Public 
Schools as a social educator. Fortson graduated from 
Tuskegee University with a bachelor's degree in 
business administration. 
Lyn Karafotias, library technical assistant, was previously 
employed at the UCF Brevard campus library as an 
adjunct librarian. She graduated from the University of 
South Florida in Tampa with a master's degree in 
Library Science and a bachelor's degree in dance. 
Yolanda Roman, coordinator of computer applications 
for Computer Services, was a computer systems 
consultant for Disney, Harcourt Brace and AT&T in New 
York. Roman is a graduate of Baruch College and City 
University of New York with a bachelor's degree in 
business and programming. 
Shannon Ullman, program assistant for Education 
Student Services, attended the University of South 
Florida and received a bachelor's degree in mathematics. 
Robert Yacabucci, senior programmer analyst for 
Computer Services, comes from Boeing Information 
Service as a project lead of business systems. 
Yacabucci received a master's degree in counseling 
from Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 




•Art Gallery: 1998 Student BFA Exhibition; 




•Faculty chamber music concert, Pegasus 
Piano Trio, Rehearsal Hall, $5, 3 p.m. 
29 
•Faculty flute and guitar recital, Rehearsal 
Hall, 3 p.m. 
Arena 
21 
•CAB: Miss UCF Pageant, 8 p.m. 823-6471 
24 
•CAB comedy: Elvira Kurt, 8 p.m. 823-6471 
27 
•Social Work job fair, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 823-3346 
28-29 




•"Race and Diversity in America," by 
Henry Louis Gates, Student Union, Cape 
Florida Room, 11 a.m.-noon. 317-7725 
24&31 
•The Learning Institute for Elders (LIFE) 
lectures, UC7 Cinema, 11:10 a.m. 249-4778 
24 
•Women's Studies: "Women Moving 
Forward" series, WST 3930 classroom, 7 
p.m. 823-6502 
•Biology Department: "Limnology of Ponds 
Associated with the Kissimmee Prairie," 4-
5:50 p.m. Open to public. 823-2141 
25 
•Master Teacher Series: Snack and Talk 
series. 823-3544 
27 
•Women's Studies: noontime knowledge 
lecture, UCF Downtown Center, noon-1 
p.m. 823-6502 
•Master Teacher Series: "Experiential 
Learning," Linda Henning, Hermalynn Kiehl, 
Mary Lou Sole, 10 a.m.-noon. 823-3544 
31 
•Biology Department: "Dispersal in Marine 
Environments: Examples from Macroalgae 
and Sessile Invertebrates," by Linda Walters, 
4-5:50 p.m. Open to public. 823-2141 
April 3-5 
•Southeastern Regional Animal Rights 
Conference, presented by Campus Action 
for Animals, Student Union. 282-4130. 
Miscellaneous 
24 
•CAB comedy: Elvira Kurt, Loco's, 
Student Union, 8 p.m. 823-6471 
25 
•Health Resource Center open house for 
students, Trailer 617, 10-2 p.m. 823-5841 
31 
•UCF Alumni and Knight Boosters 
baseball family picnic, field adjacent to 
UCF baseball field, 5:30 p.m. Game vs. 
South Florida follows at 7 p.m. UCF-ALUM 
April 1 
•PC Technology Expo, sponsored by UCF 
Computer Store, Student Union, Key West 
Room, 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
April 17 
•SWAT 5K Run & Walk, Greek Park, 6 




•Baseball vs. Lehigh, 7 p.m. 
21 
•Baseball vs. Northwestern, 7 p.m. 
•Women's Florida Crew Classic, Gainesville 
22 
•Baseball vs. Northwestern, 1 p.m. 
•Track and field, Spring Break Invitational 
23 
•Baseball vs. Northwestern, 7 p.m. 
25 
•Women's tennis vs. Drake, 2 p.m. 
•Baseball vs. Bethune-Cookman, 4 p.m. 
26 
•Men's tennis vs. Marquette, 2 p.m. 
27 
•Women's tennis vs. Air Force, 2 p.m. 
28 
•Women's tennis vs. Jacksonville St., 1 p.m. 
•Men's tennis vs. Jacksonville State, 1 p.m. 
31 
•Baseball vs. South Florida, 7 p.m. 
• i 
Library 
•Optical Peripheral Division, by Jennifer 
Blake 
•Celebrating Women's History, by Carole 
Adams and Andrea Winship 
•United Caribbean Family: Striving 
Together, Achieving as One, by Koren 
Badeau 
•Living a Cruel-Free Life, by Carly Hare 
•Distinguished Author Series — Tobias 
Wolff, by Cheryl Mahan 
•Helping People Through Social Work, by 
Edward Suh 
For Sale 
Computer, Packard Bell Legend 650 Supreme, Windows 
3.1, 386 enhanced mode, 4 RAM, 640 conventional 
memory, $395. 359-8965. 
Drum Set, 5 pc. Tama Artstar II, redwood finish with 
cymbal stands, $600. Mike, 737-0227. 
House, University Estates, 3/2; 2,050 sq. ft. living space; 
wood and tile floors; designer kitchen; custom lace 
curtains and verticals remain; security system; lushly 
landscaped fenced backyard with deck and Jacuzzi; 
great neighborhood, has pool, tennis, basketball and lots 
of natural beauty. Next to UCF, off McCulloch. $164,500. 
14706 Burntwood Circle. 658-7706. 
House, 3/2, 3 years old, 2 miles west of campus, 
Landings subdivision. Natural gas for heating and cooking, 
35 ft. screened porch, fenced yard, security system, jet 
tub. Available immediately, $110,000. 671-8159. 
Lowrey organ and storage bench, beautiful tone, 88 
keys plus 30 full orchestra and special effects keys and 
14 pedals. $375 obo. 647-5153. 
Mitsubishi Mirage, '92, auto, A/C, white. Low miles 
(59,000), new tires, all hoses, etc. Mechanically sound, 
see to appreciate. $4,200 (below book price). Bill, 823-
6058 or 678-7449. 
Printer, HP DeskJet 520, $155. Panasonic 10801 printer, 
$30. 359-8965. 
Saxophone with case, $225. Metal music stand, $7. 
359-8965. 
Scooter, motorized, Pace Saver Elite w/two batteries and 
battery charger. Like new, $1,500; 823-5124 or 365-3823. 
Sofa, hide-a-bed sleeper, 72 inches wide, full-size 
mattress, $100. Ray, 628-0516. 
Sony 10 CD changer, CDX 52RF, purchased from 
Cruisin' Tunes, used only 6 months, $250 obo. 823-6424. 
Villa, detached, 3/2 on 15th hole of Deer Run golf course 
in Casselberry. Lake view, by owner, $94,500. 699-0912 
For Rent 
Vacation rental, beautiful vacation home in Little 
Switzerland, N.C., on peaceful grassy mountain 800' 
above the Switzerland Inn, town shops and Blue Ridge 
Parkway. Call for photos of home and information on 
recreation, art, and other activities in the area. $375 
week. 678-9383. 
Miscellaneous 
Roommate, to share 2/1 1/2, Winter Park area. 
Hardwood floors, backyard. Professional, non-smoker 









Official Ballot to Spotlight 
Employee of the Month 
(name) (campus address) 
I to be UCF Employee of the Month. (Nominee must have been a University Support 
I Personnel System employee at least two years.) Any employee, including faculty and 
I A&P, may nominate a candidate on the basis of job performance, dependability, attitude, 
• etc. A name submitted remains in the pool of eligible candidates for one year. 
Signed: 
(name) (campus address, phone) 
• Cut baUot and return to Human Resources, ADM 230, EOM. (Mark envelope "confidential.") 
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